
Prakrit and Pali consonant clusters

Sanskrit language has a large number of complex consonant clusters counting 850+ and
theoretically up to 7 consonants within a conjunct. These clusters get simpli��ed in the Pali/
Prakrit languages which is a major phonological feature of the Middle Indo Aryan period.

The conjuncts of the following category can occur in Prakrit.1

1. Geminate consonant, the geminate consonant may be aspirated, in that case the
aspiration will appear only on the ��nal consonant.

2. A homorganic nasal followed by a stop. Similar to Kannada/ Hindi they are
represented using anusvara in the orthography rather than with a conjunct.

3. Nasal consonant or a semivowel like l followed by h.
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4 Māgadhī variety

3 Śauraśenī and Māgadhī varieties

2 In Jaina Prakrit orthography

1 These are a few exceptions in varieties like Magadhi variety sections of grammar where ska ṣṭa can
occur which are anyway supported for Sanskrit words in the fonts.
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Pali
The consonant inventory of consonant clusters in Pali mostly remains the same with the
Prakrit with some of the following additions and exceptions like

�, �, �, �, ह�, �, �ह, �, �
Linguistically �ह is a single sound in Vedic Sanskrit and Pali and it’s the aspirated form of ळ,
it’s but written as a conjunct.
A few complex consonant conjuncts are also found which are commonly supported in most
fonts for Sanskrit words.
The details from following book5 are given below

5 Kaccāyana Pāli Vyākaraṇaṁ Volume 2. Translated into English with additional notes,
simple explanations and tables by A. Thitzana. PDF downloaded from here
https://store.pariyatti.org/kaccayana-pali-grammar-vol1-2 (pp 55 to 58)
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